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Political pressure drives Lyari
varsity VC to call it quits

Sustained pressure, protests, interference in key decisions cited

@ SAFDAR RIZVI

RARACH]

Political pressure and
mounting Interfer-
ence in administrative
affairs have allegedly
prompted Benazir Bhutto
Shaheed University Lyari
Vice Chancellor Prof Dr
Hussain Mehdi to guit,
with his resignation ex
posing a widening dispute
over the reinstatement
of dismissed employees
and the running of the
university.

Dr Mehdi has sent his
resignation to Sindh Chief
Minister Syed Murad Al
Shah, the university's con
wolling aurhority, bat sasd
he would continue per-
forming his duties until
the resignation Is formally
accepeed

The resignation follows
A growing dispute at the
university that reportedly
began during a Syndicate
meeting over the caseof a
dismissad employee and
has since escalated Into
protests, allegations and
demands for the rerpoval
of the registrar

According to univer
sity sources, the contro-
versy erupted during a
heated exchange between
PPP leader and Sindh
MPA Yousuf Baloch and
Assoclate Professor Dr
lbrahim Neorani over the
case of a dismissed
ployes. A group of unives-
sity employees has since
been protesting for three
dayn against the registrar
and demanding his re-
moval, alleging that be is
affiliated with 2 political
party.

In a video statement,
Nooranl, the assoclate pro-
fessor in the Department
of Pablic Administration
and a Syndicate member,
accused Baloch of bringing
Tanveer Soomro, whom
he described as a “ghost
employes” dismissed by
the university. into the
Syndicate meeting and at-
wWmpling to secure the re-
instatement of employees
removed over alleged mis
condisct and corruption

Following Noorani's
roughly 12-minute video
statement, the university

administration issued him
a show-cause notice over
his allegations against the
MPA. Dr Mebdl confirmed
his resignation and said
disciplinary action had
been taken against more
than 15 employees on
various charges. He sald
some had been accused
of consuming drugs on
the university premises,
while others were classi
MNed as ghost employess or
were accused of being ab
sent from duty. He added
that the Chief Minister's
House bhad directed the
unfversity to take action
in some cases

Inn slgnation, the
vice chancellor said the
university had made “sig
nificant progress” over the
past 18 manths in finan
clal management, Goulty
development, academic
activities, infrastrec-
ture and institutional
development,

However, he sald, a
group of employees ap-
parently motivated by po-
litical considerations had
been creating unrest and

exerting sustained pres
sure on the administra-
tion through protests and
demands.

The sitwation, he said,
had reached a poinc
whiere pressure was being
exerted for the registrar's
resignation, describing it
as a serious concern for
the inszitution. Dr Mehdi
maintainesd that admin-
istrative appeintments
and decisions should be
made by competent legal
authorities (n accordance
with applicable laws and
rules. If such decisions
were Instead dictated by
employee pressure, he
wamed, the suthority of
the unlversity’s statutory
bodies would be weakened
and an Inappropriate prec-
edent would be set for fu
ture administracson

He said the continuing
pressure and disruption
had significantly affected
the functioning of the uni-
versity administration and
made it increasingly diffi-
cult for him to discharge
his responsibilities effec-
tively as vice chancellor,

Dumlottee-DHA
water project
launched at Rs14b

Scheme to supply
10 million gallons
daily, reduce
reliance on tankers

@ OUR CORRESPONDENT
EARACHY

A Rsig blillon project o
supply 10 million gallons
af water daily to Defence
Housing Authority (DHA)
and Clifton residents was
formally laanched on
Tuesday, with officials
saying the scheme would
reduce the upscale areas’ de-
pendence on water tankers

The groundbreaking cer-
emory for the Dumbottees
DPHA water sapply project
was held In Phase VI in
the presence of Sindh Local
Coverniment Minlster Nasir
Hussain Shah, Karachi
Mayor Murtaza Wahab,
representatives of DHA and
Cantonment Board Clifton
and other ofTicials.

The project is expected
10 be completed in 18
months, although Mayor
Wahab expressed hope
that water supply would
begin by September next
year. The Frontier Works
Organisation (FWO) has
been tasked with executing
The scheame

Under the project, water

drawn from Dumlottes
will be filtered before
being purnped through an
Soocmm HDPE mansmission
main to & DHA reservoir
Officials said the system
would have a capacity of 1o
million gallors per day.

Speaking at the ceremony,
Minister Nasir Shah said the
provincial government had
allecated Rsg billion for
the long-awaited project
He described the scheme
as part of the governument's
development agenda and

expressed confidence thar
the FWO woald complete it
abaad of schedule.

Mayor Wahab said the
project would benedit mil-
lions of DHA reidents, add-
ing that ssmilar promises
bBad been made (n the past
but had not materialised,

Project Director Colonel
{rend) Arshad said the
scheme would inchude inte-
grated fimaricn and pamp-
ing infrastructure and a
centralised SCADA system
to monitor e network and
heip prevent water theft and
leakage. He said the new
piped supply was aimisd as
reducing DEIA'S rellance on
water tankers and improv-
Ing the reliablility and qual-
ity of water supplied 1o the
arca
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query on ‘how to

kill' fictional character
lands youth in trouble

@ OUR CORRESPONDI
EARACH!
What began a5 a Nctional
murder plot for a crime
story landed a PECHS mesi
dent in the middle of a
real-life investigation after
his questions to an arxifl-
cial intelligence platform
wore (lagged as suspicious
and reportedly shared with
Amenica’s Federal Bureau of
Investigation

The young man was
scripting & flcoonal s
nario In which a police of-
ficer had allegedly insulted
his facher when he turmed
to Al for advice on what ac-
ton could be taken against
the character, including
asking bow the flctional

victimm could be illed, ac-
cording to Natiomal Cyber
Crtmwe Investigation Agency
(NCCIA),

The queties were flagged
by the platform's safety
system on September g as
suspicous. The Informacion
was subsequently passed to
tha F31, which shared it
with Pakistan! authorites,
prompeing the NOCIA o de
tain the youth,

During the imvestigation,
the youth told autharicies
that po sech Incident involv-
ing his father had acmally
occurred and that he had
no plans to kil amyone. He
530 he had been working on
a Mctional erirme story that
he had created himself

CRAVING THE CHAR: A venddor roasts & whole chicken sﬁom open flames, turning it showly as the skin chars to a
smoky golden crisp. Amid the heat. smoke, and familar bustie of Karachi's legendary food street, it's a delicous ritual
of patience, Bire, and Mavour. /HOTiE LG OREES B s
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lx]\(\l\r malaria have been
reported in Karachi division
so far this year, accordir
Lo Health Department
staustics.
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Court orders challan against Pinky
KARACHE An anti-narcolics court has granted the

ir officer add | tirne to submit
suppleroentary charge shoet In a seven-year-okd
drug case against alleged cocaine dealer Anmol
alias Pinky and directed him 1o file it at the next
hearing. Accused Pinky was produced before the
caurt through video link by jail authorites, Co
acrused Nasir did not appear before the court. The
court also scught a report regarding absconding
accused Naseema Bibl. Accorting 1o the prosecu-
tion, accused Nasir and Naseema were arrested by
the anti-narcotics torce in 3039, and drugs were
recovered from thelr possession. The prosecution
alleged that the drugs had been supplied by Anmaol
Pinky. The court had closed the case In 2002 doe

1o Pinky's non-arrest It was reopenied (n May this
yoar following her arrest, oun CoRRISPONTENT
Woman, toddier injured in bike

KARACE A woman and a two-year-odd chilld were
injured after the woman's burga entangled in

the chain of 3 moving motarcycle near Peoples
Chowrangi oo MA Jinnah Road. The woman and
the child fell on the road and sustained injuries
Seweral wormen passing by stopped lmmediately
after the accident and came forward to belp the
tnjured worman and chidd. Similar incidents invole
ing clothing getting caugy in motarcycle chains
have occurred in the past, some of which have
Tesuined in faral accidents. oo CLRRESTUNDENT

Stray bullet injures minor girl
KAkACH] An eight-year-old girl was injured when a
stray ballet fired from unknown direction hit her
when she was in the bouse in Orangi Town. The
sirl sustained a gunshot wound to her chest, She
was rished o Abbasi Shaheed Hospital, where
she was [dentified as Sabila, oux conrsmnaey

Protest against re-take exams

waRacl e Nursing students affiliated with the Dow
University staged a protest against the re-take
examinations for Semester IV. According to the
Protesters, around 1,900 students appearad In

1he examination, of whom 1,400 were declared
failed in one subject, A large number of fadlures in
English Literature sparked sirong protests among
nursing students, who dermanded canceflation of
the existing schedule for the re-take examinations,
The students called for postponing the re-take
examinations 1o allow them more time for prepara
won. They akso demanded an extension in the
deadline for submission of examination fee The
protesters further caliad for a reduction in the re-
Lake examination fee to ease the financial burden
O STUSETIS, (0¥ OORRESOSDENT

TENDER NOTICE

PURCHASE OF MEDICAL EQUIPMENT FOR ADP SCHEME (ESTABUSHMENT OF PURIAS INSTITUTE OF
DIABETES AND ENDOCRINOLOGY AT SIRVICES MOSPITAL LAMORE)
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‘Healthy’ Pakistanis
turnouttobe
walking heart risks

National study
flags high BP
diabetes, obesity
among adults

@ AVESHA KHAN ANSARI
FARACHE

A nationwide health stody
has found a strikingly high
burden of heart-disease
risk among PFakistanis
who considered themselves
healthy, with nearly half
showing high biood pres-
sure, aroand one-thind dia-
betes, 70 per cent olevated
cholesterol and up w Eo
per cent obesity - raising
fresh concerns over candlo-
vascular discase striking at
Increasingly vounger ages.

The preliminary find-
ings of the Pak Schat
Study were presented
at a seminar beld at the
University of Karachl's
Faculty of Pharmacy and
Pharmaceutical Sciences
in connection with World
Heart Day. The event was
arganisad in collaboration
with the Pakistan Cardiac
Society and PharmEvoe

Tabba Heart Director
D7 Bashir Hanif said the
study had screened around
2,000 peopie aged 30 to 65
from across Pakistan, with
participants selected in peo-
portion to the population of
each province.

All participants consid
erod themselves healthy,
but their medical histories,
physical examinations,
bload tests and diagnostic
assessments - including
CT angiography and ulwra-
sound - revealsd multiple

previously unidentifed risk
factors for cardiovascular
disease.,

The preliminary results
showed that around 45 per
cent of participants had
high blood pressure, 35
per cent had diabetes and
nearly 70 per cent had el
evatod cholesterol Jevels
Between 72 and 80 per cent
were found 1o be obese

Dr Hanlf sald obesity was
closely linked with high
biood pressure, dlabetes
and elevated cholesterol,
all of which could subse
quentdy increase the risk
of heart attacks, strokes
and other cardlovascular
diseases. He said South
Aslans tended to develop
Deart disease ar a younger
age and that heart artacks
were now belng reported
even among people under
30.

The study, he said, was
CXAMUnBINg promature nar
rowling of coronary arteries
and associsted risk factars
AMONE young and middie-
aged Pakistanis to detes-
mine why cardlovascular
disease was emerging at
relatively young ages in the
coantry.

Blood samples from all
participants havo been pre
served for genetlc analysis,
whiile dictary, environmen
1al and lifestyle tactors will
also be studied to identify
possible causes of promatune
beart disease. Participants
will be follawed for the next
10 years, with thedr medi-
cal histories, physical ex
aminations and biood tests
repeated at different stages.

»/652(Cattie Feed Items )i Z133 51

L el (e eanduT )l 30 S5 000 %
'_:\,-'., = ‘& (C‘lllc Feed m I Construction morks )
TRl S L 1108 5, 090034

ribdprE

113002026 7721

I #s | U b= n...,-..\,:» i
Gy (Tens) | Oty (Tora) | Gty (Tors) | Gty (Toms)
AL e w2 N
195 : Eall k2] I?Y
22 " | “w
S " 2 15
as ) 3 T3 R
” 13 5 0 A
2z £ ® 1"
—ae e | e |—ua
10 = | ‘e

2/ =65 ~( Construction works)§ (! »;,

Mo of Work & Locasan

12300202607 21

"""""" [

 Gatimsted Cost |

ARG

2akw il iz

(Tombevs) oo 2rtsdh s by

RIS =Tl

Constraection of § x Shege Bunbers 31 Milllary Farm Gujranwala Cann

Jel(active Tax Payor List) .~ < NTM/STR. 1.
Sl PPRA Rules-2004, Rule No 42 (c) Ilv)

A1 par coat ahown en
teader fonm

BTl Jeal

W52

W TSN

P PRI

s 30 1A%

Sttt BN 52,

33-518930



